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Strategic Perspective:

U.N. CriminalCourt Binding on All
L! John l@flar, wou AfaiB Editor

In short, ue orc lihel| to.la bett r
b! hlil.li ne our'house ol uorld or
.ler' fron the bottom up rathar
than fton the top doun. Ituill
l@k IiAe a eredt, boaminE, btzz
ine &nfusion ro use Wil l ian
Jodes fanoLs desciption af re
alitr, but dh.nd run around no.
tional sorteiEit!, erc.line it piece
b! piee, ts lik.lr beet us ta uarld
okter fostPr than the otd.fash

of Statc Richard

speech in 1968,
ti,tledThe United

Had Road. to World OrdeL

Two obstacles have confronted
the United Nations in achieving its
publicly stated goal of'stobal sov-
ernance," the first beins a system
ofslobat tdation and the second,
a law enforcernent an.

A great step toward establish-
ing the latter occurred this past
July when the Unit€d Nations Dip-
lonatic Conference in Rome voted
120 to 7 in favor ofestablishingan
intemational crininal court to try
individuats acc$ed of senocide,
wa. c mes, cdmes against hu-
manity, and the crime of aggres-

"...eroding lnatimal sc €F
eignM pieca ry pirce is
likely to get us lo world oKbr
hster than the oid-hshimed
ftonht atbckl'

Richard Gartner
U.S. Dep. Asst. Secrelary of State

-
sion. Upon signing by the 60'r' na
tion, the new intenational statut.
creates an Assembly of  States
Pa.t ies (ASP) consist ing of  onc
.epresentative from each nation
that ratifies th€ statute- Thc stat-
ute will take effect 60 days after it
is ratified and the ASP will con-
trol the functioning of the Inter'
national Criminal Couft .

For widely
di f fer ins rea'

China, Libya,
Alser ia,  India,
Qatar.  and ls

thids of the world's population,
believed the statute was seriously

I t  is  interest ing that Is.ael ,
many of who6e citizens are the
most blatant victims of genocide
in hi8tory, voted daaiasl the inter-
national criminal coud proposal.

For over a year,  Israel  has
fought Arab bloc insertion of a
paragraph defining the transfer of 

-civilians into occupied territory as
a war cr ime. This st ipulat ion
would open up Israel to prosecu-
tion for allowing Is.aelis to move
int Judea and Sarnana.

http://sovereign-library.org.uk/Main_Directory.html#UN_Criminal_Court
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clude ruling onju sdictional mat-
ters, issuing warrants or subpoe
nas. deterninins iBsues of
jurisdiction and adntusibility. and
the like. Thetriatjudses hear and
decide the cases brousht before
them-withoui assistance from a
jurv.

The new statute alBocreates an
Officeofthe Prosecutor, elected by
the ASP for a 9 year term. The
Prosecutor, a Deputy and their
staff are responsible for investigat-
ins and bringing to 'lustice" any
person accused of  an " intema-

Definitions ot
Crimes

The l i rst
three are very t isht ty def ined
crime6. Crimes against humanity
are defined to include murder, ex
termination, enslavement, depo.-
tat ion or forc ib le t ransfer o1
populatioN "without Crounds p€r-
mitted under international law,'
torture, rape, enforced prostitu
tion, sexual slavery, forced preg-
nancy. enfo.ced ster i l izat ion,
persecution against any identifi-
able group, apartheid, and "other
inhunane acts of a sinilar char-

Even here there is a problen
recognized by some states, since
"forced preguncy" can be inter-
pretzd to mean prchibition ofabor-

tion uithin a countr! and not jtlst
fo.ced impregnation by rape o.

Aggression is Undefined

While gen@ide, c.imes asaiNt
humanity, .rnd war crimes each
have definitions, the c me ofas-
sressioD is not defined by the fi
nal document. In an addendum
€ntitled "The Final Act,'however.
the Commission to Establish aD
International Crirninal Cou is
dirccted to 'prepare proposals for
a provision oD agsression, includ-
ins the definition and elements of
crirbes of assre$ion and the con-

The U.S. voted against the
proposed clurt because
the Pentagon isared that
our troops could become
targets of politically
motivated charges.

nal Court shall

The United

U.N. Security Council can act on
matters of aggression under Ar'
t ic le VII  of  the U.N- Charter.
Civen the U.N. s socialist track
record, it could easily inctude ve.-
bal threars or intimidation. pres-
sure to change sexual orientation
or relisious b€liel and all manner
of thinss.

The U.S. Opposed the Court

The United Staies voted
asainst the proposed Court be-
cause the Pentagon feared that our
trcops stationed in U.N. actions
around the wo.ld could becone
tarsets of politically motivated
charges. U.S. representatives to
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In addition to the lack ofjuries
in any ol ihe Court's proceedings,
appeals wi l l  b€ heard by the
court's own appeals judses. En,
forcement authority provides for
sentences of up to 30 years for
most c mes and life in prison for
the most severe crimes.

Siate Parties agree to use their
law enfo.cement facilities to en-
force the Court's judsnents, and
to house, at the state's expense.
the intemational oimiDals ifsore-

Ratif ication

Close to 30 nations have
already signed the docu-
ment-an unfriendly and
jealous world community
is waiting to devour the
people and prosperity of
this country

worst  b lood bath of  the war
Iasai.st lraql."

TheNGO Coalition that forned
to tobby for the Court held a den-
onstration on the 4th of July in
Rone that accused Prcsident
Clinton of "senocide" because of
the economic embargo against

The Internat ional  Cr i rn inal
Court now gives the world the te
gal iDstrument it needs to atiack

tf this Court is formally ratifi ed.

i t  wi l l  be,

proposal. However. as of this wril
ing, close to 30 nations have ai
ready signed the document.

It is too early to fuliy con]prc-
hcnd shat impact this Court will
hav€ in the world or in Amcrica.
It is clear that many ofth€ nations
that vored for the Court in Rome
exp€ct to use the Couri's powe. to
prosecute America and Ame cans
for a wide ranse of"oines asainst

The official newspaper for the
conference, ?e..o Yj,o lLiviDs
Earth), sccused forner President
Bush of committiDs 'the sinsle

In short, therc is little anycoun-
try can do to protect its citizens,
and many of  the U.N. nemb.r
countries would lovc to use the
cou.t to punish the U.S. for bcing
at the top of the herp.

tEd. Notc: Henry Lamb and D.. tt
Floy Lilly. J.D. of Sovereisnty In
ternational contributed io this ar-

Their  websi te isr  ht tp: / /www.
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